
1. Read the short story below and provide a summary on the following details: The story, 
the characters, the characterization, the setting, and the values or messages of the 
story.  

The Open Window 

By: H.H. Munro (Saki) (1870-1916) 

"My aunt will be down presently, Mr. Nuttel," said a very self-possessed young lady of fifteen; "in the 

meantime you must try and put up with me." 

Framton Nuttel endeavored to say the correct something which should duly flatter the niece of the 

moment without unduly discounting the aunt that was to come. Privately he doubted more than ever 

whether these formal visits on a succession of total strangers would do much towards helping the nerve 

cure which he was supposed to be undergoing. 

"I know how it will be," his sister had said when he was preparing to migrate to this rural retreat; "you 

will bury yourself down there and not speak to a living soul, and your nerves will be worse than ever 

from moping. I shall just give you letters of introduction to all the people I know there. Some of them, as 

far as I can remember, were quite nice." 

Framton wondered whether Mrs. Sappleton, the lady to whom he was presenting one of the letters of 

introduction came into the nice division. 

"Do you know many of the people round here?" asked the niece, when she judged that they had had 

sufficient silent communion. 

"Hardly a soul," said Framton. "My sister was staying here, at the rectory, you know, some four years 

ago, and she gave me letters of introduction to some of the people here." 

He made the last statement in a tone of distinct regret. 

"Then you know practically nothing about my aunt?" pursued the self-possessed young lady. 

"Only her name and address," admitted the caller. He was wondering whether Mrs. Sappleton was in 

the married or widowed state. An undefinable something about the room seemed to suggest masculine 

habitation. 

"Her great tragedy happened just three years ago," said the child; "that would be since your sister's 

time." 

"Her tragedy?" asked Framton; somehow in this restful country spot tragedies seemed out of place. 

"You may wonder why we keep that window wide open on an October afternoon," said the niece, 

indicating a large French window that opened on to a lawn. 

"It is quite warm for the time of the year," said Framton; "but has that window got anything to do with 

the tragedy?" 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/rectory


"Out through that window, three years ago to a day, her husband and her two young brothers went off 

for their day's shooting. They never came back. In crossing the moor to their favorite snipe-shooting 

ground they were all three engulfed in a treacherous piece of bog. It had been that dreadful wet 

summer, you know, and places that were safe in other years gave way suddenly without warning. Their 

bodies were never recovered. That was the dreadful part of it." Here the child's voice lost its self-

possessed note and became falteringly human. "Poor aunt always thinks that they will come back 

someday, they and the little brown spaniel that was lost with them, and walk in at that window just as 

they used to do. That is why the window is kept open every evening till it is quite dusk. Poor dear aunt, 

she has often told me how they went out, her husband with his white waterproof coat over his arm, and 

Ronnie, her youngest brother, singing 'Bertie, why do you bound?' as he always did to tease her, 

because she said it got on her nerves. Do you know, sometimes on still, quiet evenings like this, I almost 

get a creepy feeling that they will all walk in through that window--" 

She broke off with a little shudder. It was a relief to Framton when the aunt bustled into the room with a 

whirl of apologies for being late in making her appearance. 

"I hope Vera has been amusing you?" she said. 

"She has been very interesting," said Framton. 

"I hope you don't mind the open window," said Mrs. Sappleton briskly; "my husband and brothers will 

be home directly from shooting, and they always come in this way. They've been out for snipe in the 

marshes today, so they'll make a fine mess over my poor carpets. So like you menfolk, isn't it?" 

She rattled on cheerfully about the shooting and the scarcity of birds, and the prospects for duck in the 

winter. To Framton it was all purely horrible. He made a desperate but only partially successful effort to 

turn the talk on to a less ghastly topic, he was conscious that his hostess was giving him only a fragment 

of her attention, and her eyes were constantly straying past him to the open window and the lawn 

beyond. It was certainly an unfortunate coincidence that he should have paid his visit on this tragic 

anniversary. 

"The doctors agree in ordering me complete rest, an absence of mental excitement, and avoidance of 

anything in the nature of violent physical exercise," announced Framton, who labored under the 

tolerably widespread delusion that total strangers and chance acquaintances are hungry for the least 

detail of one's ailments and infirmities, their cause and cure. "On the matter of diet they are not so 

much in agreement," he continued. 

"No?" said Mrs. Sappleton, in a voice which only replaced a yawn at the last moment. Then she suddenly 

brightened into alert attention--but not to what Framton was saying. 

"Here they are at last!" she cried. "Just in time for tea, and don't they look as if they were muddy up to 

the eyes!" 

Framton shivered slightly and turned towards the niece with a look intended to convey sympathetic 

comprehension. The child was staring out through the open window with a dazed horror in her eyes. In 

a chill shock of nameless fear Framton swung round in his seat and looked in the same direction. 



In the deepening twilight three figures were walking across the lawn towards the window, they all 

carried guns under their arms, and one of them was additionally burdened with a white coat hung over 

his shoulders. A tired brown spaniel kept close at their heels. Noiselessly they neared the house, and 

then a hoarse young voice chanted out of the dusk: "I said, Bertie, why do you bound?" 

Framton grabbed wildly at his stick and hat; the hall door, the gravel drive, and the front gate were 

dimly noted stages in his headlong retreat. A cyclist coming along the road had to run into the hedge to 

avoid imminent collision. 

"Here we are, my dear," said the bearer of the white mackintosh, coming in through the window, "fairly 

muddy, but most of it's dry. Who was that who bolted out as we came up?" 

"A most extraordinary man, a Mr. Nuttel," said Mrs. Sappleton; "could only talk about his illnesses, and 

dashed off without a word of goodby or apology when you arrived. One would think he had seen a 

ghost." 

"I expect it was the spaniel," said the niece calmly; "he told me he had a horror of dogs. He was once 

hunted into a cemetery somewhere on the banks of the Ganges by a pack of pariah dogs, and had to 

spend the night in a newly dug grave with the creatures snarling and grinning and foaming just above 

him. Enough to make anyone lose their nerve." 

Romance at short notice was her specialty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Read the newspaper article below and provide your summary on “Who, What, When, 
Where, Why, and How” 

62% of Voters Say Election Has Made Them Feel Less Proud of America 

It's the land of the free and the home of the brave, but voters are not feeling so great about 

America on the eve of the presidential election. 

A majority of Americans - 62 percent - say they are less proud of America as a result of the 2016 

presidential contest, while only seven percent say they are more proud of the country because of 

the race. 
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The numbers are a grim reminder of the nation's mood despite the history that will be made 

regardless of the outcome on Tuesday night. Hillary Clinton would be the first female president 

of the United States, leading a global superpower that denied women the right to vote less than a 

century ago. And business magnate Donald Trump would be the truest outsider ever elected, 

serving as the first president in American history to have no previous political or military 

experience. 

But the history-making potential of both candidates has been overshadowed by the record-

breaking unpopularity of the two nominees. Only 33 percent of voters view Trump positively, 

while 59 percent view him negatively. For Clinton, it's 38 percent positive and 53 percent 

negative. 

The data are also particularly stark compared to 2008, when voters had a choice between the first 

black presidential nominee, Barack Obama, or a widely-respected war hero, John McCain. In the 

final NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll before the 2008 election, 34 percent of voters said they 

were more proud of their country because of the presidential race, 45 percent said their pride in 

the country had not changed, and just 12 percent said they were less proud of the United States 

because of the election. 

In the latest poll, Clinton voters expressed more pessimism about their pride in the country than 

those voting for Trump. Almost three-quarters - 74 percent - of Clinton voters said they are less 

proud of America as a result of the election, compared to 49 percent of Trump voters who said 



the same. But both groups were about equally unlikely -- just nine percent for Trump supporters 

and six percent for Clinton voters -- to say they are now more proud of America. 

© Provided by NBCU News Group, a division of NBCUniversal Media LLC  

In addition to gloominess about what the presidential election illustrates about the state of the 

nation, most Americans have a bleak view of the press's ability to fairly referee the clash. 

Just 29 percent of respondents said that the news media mostly gave fair and balanced coverage 

of the election, while a total of 66 percent said that the press attempted to influence the outcome. 

Forty-four percent suggested that the news media used its clout to influence the election in favor 

of Clinton, while nine percent said Trump was the benefactor of media bias. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Read the magazine article below and provide your summary on “Who, What, When, 
Where, Why, and How” 

 

The wealthiest Americans have a new attitude about homebuying — 

and it's led to a crisis in the luxury market 

 

Before Zillow, Trulia, Redfin, and Realtor.com, someone interested in buying a home would 

have to consult a local realtor to access information about what was currently available on the 

market. 

But as these online property databases rose to prominence, homebuyers became more picky. 

That's leading to some serious problems in the luxury market, where expensive homes are 

increasingly taking longer to sell.  

Websites like Zillow and Trulia let consumers find what the current owners had paid for a 

particular home, the price per square foot compared to the rest of the neighborhood, and even 

how many people had viewed the listing page before you. Homebuyers today are better equipped 

http://realtor.com/


to understand when a home they're seeing is overpriced, which could explain, in part, why some 

of America's most expensive homes have languished on the market. 

The highest end of the American real estate market has indeed seen a fair bit of softening over 

the last several months. 

According to recent data from Trulia, since last year, the US luxury real estate market has seen a 

significant increase in for-sale homes needing to reduce their asking price. Trulia's analysis, 

which looked at for-sale listings at the metro and national level, showed that 11.99% of luxury 

listings — defined as the top one-third of all active listings — had experienced a price reduction 

since first appearing to market. 

That's an increase from 11.01% last year, and significantly more than the 10.66% figure that 

represents all for-sale listings that had experienced a price cut nationally.  

"The luxury segment is slowing down more quickly this year than it had in the past. California 

markets, as well as markets in Texas, are the two major ones that have seen the largest increases 

in price reductions. Home prices got too high too quickly, and people who listed these homes for 

sale kind of got ahead of themselves," Trulia data scientist Mark Uh told Business Insider, noting 

that many buyers know more about the market now, and could wait to make an offer once the 

price comes down a bit.  

"In the meantime, income hasn't caught up with such huge increases in real estate prices. There's 

not as many people who can afford those homes — supply has grown faster than demand."  
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It's a completely different scenario from just a few years ago, when the luxury market — 

especially in places like New York City and Miami — was hot, and there wasn't much supply to 

go around. But now that so many luxury condo buildings have either been completed or are 

nearing completion, supply is way up, and buyers have more options and no sense of urgency to 

choose between them. 

Just in New York City alone, well-heeled buyers with many millions to spend can choose 

between super-expensive condos at One57, 432 Park Avenue, and 111 West 57th Street, just to 

name a few. Many of those buildings have reduced the prices of their units, or gotten more 

creative with the offerings of extra amenities or unique layouts.  

"If they're in the super luxury category, they have to be very realistic on pricing. There's more 

importance placed on being the really correct price than there had been in the recent past," 

Douglas Elliman Real Estate's Noble Black told Business Insider. "There's a lot of choice. If 

you're a buyer looking to spend $40 to $50 million, you know there's a lot more selection than 

there had been in the past few years."  

Black's current listings include a $28.5 million penthouse in New York's trendy SoHo 

neighborhood, as well as an $18.9 million condo in Tribeca.  

"In the past several years, [a broker could] throw out a crazy price and it would sell for that. 

People are looking at the fundamentals now, really assessing what the property is, and what the 

price is," Black said. "If those things make sense, there's a demand for it, but it has to be 

objectively a good deal." 

Prices are on their way down 

It's not just in New York and Miami that sellers are feeling the effects of a softening luxury 

market. We've reported on major price chops on properties owned by Tommy Hilfiger, Celine 

Dion, 50 Cent, and Michael Jordan, to name just a few notable. There are many reasons why an 

otherwise desirable home could take months and even years to find a buyer. It could be that the 

property has a strange layout, that the owner's style comes off as too quirky, or that a less-than-

ideal location can't be justified.  

But to hear the pros talk about it, it sounds more and more like price-chopped homes are being 

brought down to the prices they should have been tagged with in the first place. 

"If you want to sell something, you have to be realistic," Ryan Serhant, a broker with Nest 

Seekers International and star of Bravo's "Million Dollar Listing New York," told Business 

Insider. He added that he'll often notice potential buyers verifying listing details on their phone at 

the same time he's showing them around a property. 

"People don't want to overpay, but they like to spend money when it's their own idea. Everyone 

likes to get a deal," he said. 
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Though Serhant got his start in New York, his team also operates offices in Los Angeles, Miami, 

and the Hamptons, and he says the slowing of the luxury market is a trend he's seen across the 

board. Serhant agreed with predictions that the market is headed towards a correction soon, but 

he thinks it's a great thing. 

"It's not like real estate is less expensive. It's like going to a chiropractor to get adjusted — to feel 

better, it went down to its real price. It's a healthier market for sure," he said. "There have been 

more bidding wars than I can remember, in part because people are starting to price their homes 

correctly." 

 

 

 

 

 

 


