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IELTS SPEAKING TEST: REVIEW, LIMITATION,
STANDARDISATION AND REVISION TO ENSURE VALIDITY
AND RELIABILITY

Andy
andyuni23@yahoo.com
University of Kanjuruhan
Malang, East Java

Abstract

IELTSis high stakes and gate keeping test for international students to participate at institutions
and universities in English speaking countries. Considering its big impact to the future of test-takers
(the students) as well as fulfilling the demand of language proficiency to succeed in the study at
universities, and to understand better the need of different stakeholders. Therefore, ongoing research
for development, revision, and also evolution have been done by the British Council, IDP: IELTS
Australia and Cambridge English Language Assessment (jointly are the owners of IELTS) in order to
address the problem, limitation and disadvantages, moreover mainly to assure its validity, reliability
and consistency in doing the assessment, particularly of IELTS speaking test. This paper illustrates
the review, limitation, standardization and revision. In terms of review, Brown and Hudson (2002,
p.72) suggest that the disadvantages of performancetest are “difficult to create; take considerable
timeto administer; may result in increasedcosts; causes logistical problems; creates reliabilitvand
validity problems; increase therisk of security breaches”. For the limitation, verbal interview has
subjective interpretation and also factor of gender of raters and test-takers that influence the scoring
procedure. To maintain scoring consistency and steadiness, standardisation of test management is
done through training, retraining, certification, monitoring, multiply rated. andvideo-rating. In 2001,
interview format and criteria underwent revision to ascertainlELTS speaking test remains fair and
unbiased. This paper tries to enlighten necessary consideration to speaking assessment developers
to successfully provide evidence of representativeness of the skills and knowledge required.

Keywords: IELTS speaking test, review, limitation, standardisation, revision, validity, reliability,
speaking assessment developers.

1 INTRODUCTION

The need to pursue higher education opens access to national even international tertiary
institutions; it is therefore standardized language preparatory system to enter those institutions is
needed to ensure the readiness and the success of the teaching and learning process. Institutions
in English-speaking countries use test to measure the preparedness of international students
(non-native speakers of English), one of English language test that is growing internationally
trusted to be able to provide evidence of representativeness of linguistics and language skills
required to succeed is the IELTS (International English Language Testing System) test.
Considering its high-stakes and gate keeping test for international students both to study and
work in English-speaking countries, therefore, the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and
Cambridge English Language Assessment (jointly are the owners of IELTS) have done ongoing
research for development, revision. and also evolution to address the problem, limitation and
disadvantages of the IELTS test. Mainly to assure the validity. reliability and consistency
of it in doing the assessment. There are four English skills tested in IELTS test: listening,
reading, writing and speaking, among those skills, testing speaking skill has many drawbacks
considering that it is performance test. As claimed by Brown and Hudson (2002, p.72) that
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studying and working in English-speaking countries. As gate keeping test, IELTS opens the
access to participate in international connection with possible better earnings and future both
for the students as individual and as human resources of Indonesia (support the development of
national human resources).
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